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Questions of Europe’s energy security have recently risen on the agenda, as the EU has decided 
to phase out imports of Russian natural gas by 2027. Meanwhile, the importance of the US as 
the EU’s main provider of liquefied natural gas (LNG) has increased. Energy and security are now 
closely linked in political discussions at the EU and in events such as the Munich Security 
Conference. How is this political and news agenda reflected in the Polish public’s understanding 
of energy security?

Data collected as part of a broader study in December of 2025 through January of 2026 with 
1022 respondents and a theoretical margin of error of +/-3.1% demonstrates that energy 
security is a key concern for the Polish public and that the transition to renewables is viewed as 
a net security benefit for the country. The data was collected by Norstat. The survey made use 
of Computer Assisted Web-based Interviewing (CAWI). The opinions presented in this brief are 
CORE’s alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of Norstat or any related entity.

The Polish public views Poland’s energy security as the most important energy related issue in 
the country. When asked, “thinking specifically about the issue of ‘energy’, which of the following 
would you consider to be the most important issues,” half the public (47%) reported that energy 
security was among the most important issues. Having energy supplies that do not rely on 
foreign countries was the second most named issue, which one third (33%) of the public 
named. By comparison, relatively few members of the public prioritize job losses in 
energy-intensive industries like chemicals, steel and cement (5%) or how purchasing energy 
contributes to the finances of countries that threaten Poland’s security (5%).

The public also sees that renewable energy will lead to a more secure Poland. Survey 
respondents were asked, “Do you think developing renewable energy (like wind and solar) would 
have a positive, negative or no impact on the following issues?” The issues asked about 
included Poland’s independence from foreign powers and Poland’s security writ large. The data 
show that three quarters of the public believe that the development of renewables will have a 
positive impact on these issues.



The data also makes clear that relying on imports of natural gas are seen as a security risk, 
whether they are coming from a traditional ally, the US, or not. The Polish public was asked 
whether they thought that importing natural gas from the US and Russia came with security 
risks. Overall, 64% viewed importing gas from Russia as a large security risk and 16% as a small 
security risk, for a total of 80% who view this as a security risk. Although fewer viewed importing 
natural gas from the US as a security risk, two thirds of the public (65%) viewed it either as a 
small (41%) or large (24%) security risk. By comparison, approximately one in six (18%) of the 
Polish public viewed importing natural gas from the US as having no security risk attached to it.

In this context, it is unsurprising that many in Poland want to see a transition to renewable 
energy. When asked about Poland’s energy mix in relation to energy independence, 37% of the 
public reported that Poland should transition away from fossil fuels as soon as possible in favor 
of renewable energy. A further 27% reported that while the country needs more fossil fuels in 
the short term, the country needs to transition to renewable energy in the long term. Only 24% 
of the public felt that Poland should not transition away from oil, gas, and coal.

The above data shows that the Polish public sees energy security as the top energy related 
issue in the country, and that the development of renewable energy will improve the country’s 
security more broadly, with a majority of the public seeing natural gas imports from the US and 
Russia as security risks.


